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your's, of * memory, that 

„ The poor abuſes of the times wanted 

countenance; —you are determined, that 
as far as your art and power can extend, (and in 
your ſituation, they extend very) far no ſimilar 
complaint ſhall be made in our days. Almoſt every 
paſſage of your life would juſtify me io this aſſer- 
tion; but I am led to it more particularly at 
preſent by your conduct in the Houſe of Com- 
mons laſt Monday, in moſt ſcandalous violation 
of the moſt dangerous'truſt repoſed in the Speaker 
by that too eaſy and too inattentive Houle. 

Perhaps, Sir, you may be at a loſs to gueſs what 
circumſtance I allude to; for God only, who 
knows, (and indeed ſeems alone to regard them) 
can tell how many tricks of the ſame kind you are 
daily practiſing, I will therefore inform you; I 
mean your ſhameful behaviour to Sir Edward Aſt- 
ley, and to the whole Houſe of Commons, when 
he would have prefented two petitions to the 
Ilouſe. I {ay, when he would have preſented 
hem te the Houſe ; for you contrived to prevent 
hat, and to have them preſented only to your- 
elf. Though you need not information, I will 
mention the circumitances ; for though I addreſs 
this letter to you, it is evident, from the contents, 
that my intention is to expoſe you, by informing 
others, 

This language, Sir Fletcher, does not guard 
nor diſſemble. I mean to give you every advan- 
tage by my words ; for I am defirous to know, 
though at my own peril, at &hat ſtage of politi- 
cal deſtruction this country is arrived; and whe- 
ther thoſe, who dare be guilty of the moſt infa- 
mous practices, dare yet, by their own voluntary 
act, invite their public notorious canvaſs, Mon- 
teſquieu has ſomewhere obſerved, that na- 
tions often remain free by the ſpirit, long after the 
principles of their conſtitution are deſtroyed, That 
our conſtitution, and all the remedies it afforded 
us againſt oppreſſion, are gone, I know. Now, 
Sir, I want to ſee, by the ſteps you may think 

roper to take with this libel (for I acknowledge 
it ſuch, if truth can be ſo) whether you imagine 
that the ſpirit is fled alſo; and that the time is 
now come, when - government may pull off the 
maſk, and tell us laidly, that they will no longer 
indulge us with the privilege we have for ſome 
time paſt enjoyed only at their diſcretion, the mi- 


1 was the complaint of a predeceſſor of 


A 
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ſerable privilege of Perillus's tortured, to com- 
lain. | 

But, to the fat, 

On the 6th of laſt month, Mr. Tooke, a gen- 
tleman of Norfolk, was informed by a note from 
Mr. Edward Barwell, one of the Clerks of the 
Houſe of Commons, that he expected ſhortly to 
receive from Mr, De Grey, one of the members 
for Norfolk, a petition to tae Houſe of Commons, 
for leave to bring in a bill for inclofing, &c. cer- 
tain common lands in the pariſh where Mr. Tooke 
had an eſtate. Which petition Mr. Barwell pro- 
miſed Mr. Tooke ſhould ſee before it was preſented, 
This was the firſt notice of an intention of any ap- 
plication to Parliament, 

On Sunday the 236, Mr. Tooke received, at his 
houſe in Surry, a note from Mr. Barwell, en- 
clofing a copy of the intended petition ; in which 
the Chief Juſtice likewiſe joined, This petition 
was to be preſented the very next day. 

At this ſhort notice Mr. Tooke came to town 
on Monday morning early; prepared haſtily a 
counter-petition, and waited on Sir Edward Aſt- 
ley, his repreſentative, requeſting him to deliver 
It, | 

Sir Edward, with his uſual regard to juſtice, 
impartiality and honour, conſented to deliver it, 
in the ſame manner as he had previouſly conſented 
to deliver his colleague, Mr. De Grey's petition ; 
that ſo the Houſe might take them both into con- 
ſideration together, But not preſuming himſelf 
ſufficiently acquainted with the little forms 
and ceremonies of the Houſe, he informed 
the Speaker of the circumſtance ; aud deſired 
to know whether he (Sir Edward) could, with 
propriety, preſent two petitions which were di- 
realy oppoſite to each other. Sir Fletcher affected 
to think it very unuſual, improper, and extraor- 
dinary, And indeed, it is probable Sir Fletcher 
did think it extraordinary, that there ſhould ſtill be 
left in the Houſe, a man ſo impartial, juſt, and 
diſintereſted, as to preſent two petitions affecting 
the property of his conſtituents, without taking 
part on either fide. / 

Sir Edward, however, perſevered in the line of 
his duty, and very properly communicated to the 
relations of Mr. De Grey (who was himſelf in Nor- 
folk) the contents of Mr. Tooke's counter · peti- 
tion; that they might not be ſurprized even by him 
who they meant to ſurprize, nor have any preteenc 
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« tion together: And it is too late to give the 
*« counter petition afterwards”,—[ndeed ! This 
uts one in mind of the witty advice of Sir F. 


to reproach Sir Edward with being deficient to- 
wards them, even in the minuteſt punctilio. 
When Mr. De Grey's relations ſaw Mr. Tooke's 
counter- petĩtion, they were, moſt probably, 
ſocked themſelves, at the glaring light in which 
the injuſtice of their own attempt was placed by 
it: they therefore withdrew their petition; and 
ſoon after framed another; and on the 2d of this 


month, Mr. Tooke was favoured by Mr. Barwell 


with a copy of the new petition ; which was -di- 
reed to be delivered on Friday-the 4th. 

Mr. Tooke was therefore again forced, 'at this 
ſhort notice, to. come to town and prepare a new 
counter · petition. Aecordingly on the Friday, 
Sir Edward would have preſented the two peti- 
tions; but the Speaker ſtopped him, and was then 
of opinion, that petitions of that particular kind 
mould be preſented in a fuller Houſe. Sir Ed- 
ward acquieſced to the reaſon ; and the following 
Monday, the 7th, was fixed on by Mr. De Grey 
for delivering his petition, declaring that he would 
himſelf-come from Nortolk, and be preſent at its 
delivery, Accordinglyon Monday laſt, Sir Ed- 
ward offered them both together to the Houle, 
with that modeſty, which, though it does honour, 
yet gives ſuch men as Sir Fletcher Norton the ad- 
vantage which he took of it. 

% This is very extraordinary,” ſaid Sir Flet- 
cher; . Could the gentleman aſk you to deli- 
, yer his counter - petition? « Did the gen- 
4 tleman aſk you to do it?” „ Ho, ho! Well, 
4 it is very extraordinary.” © You muſt bring 
5 them up then.“ But bring the firſt peti- 
46 tion firſt,” 

Mr. De Grey's petition was then received: and 
ſome member crying out, Hear, hear,” and 
and one part of the Houſe beginning to give at- 
&ontion ; the Speaker turned round to them, and 
Aaid aloud, It is only a common petition for 
A common incloſure.” Upon which wilful falſe- 
Hood and premeditated trick of the Speaker, the 
Houſe (as is uſual when mere matters of courſe 
are going forward, only preparatory to the buſi- 
meſs of the Houſe) began talking again, and 
Beard no more. The moment Mr. De Grey's 
Petition was read, the Speaker inſtantly muttered 

an a low voice, and as haflily as poſſible, . All 
„ you that are for the queſtion, ſay Aye; all 
« you that are againſt it, lay No; the Ayes have 
% it,” „Now bring up the other.“ 

Mr. De Grey's petition being thus ſmuggled 
upon the Houſe by the Speaker, and the whole 
"buſineſs decided by him, (without one fingle 
Member having ſaid Aye or No, and without any 
one being aware of it, or knowing it) the eoun- 
ter petition was then read over (ſuch is the 
Speaket's regard to forms and common ſenſe) 


againſt 2 of that queſtion Which was al- 


ready paſſed. And this petition againſt the do- 
ing what was already done, was nevertheleſs or- 
dered by the Speaker to lie upon the table. Very 
ſenſe, and great honeſty in your occaſional 
pretended forms, Sir Fletcher !—** You can- 
«© not-preſent a couater petition firſt, It is im- 


% proper to give che petition and counter peti- 


concerning the proper age to marry :** A 
young man not yet; an old man never.” 

But, Sir Fletcher, you mult anſwer for this 
conduct to the Houſe, if their ſpirit is equal to 
the ſurprize and indignation of ſome of the io 
bers who knew the contents of the two petitions, 
and intended to ſpeak to them.; but who, by their 
ſurpriſe and modeſty were prevented (when they 
found too late what was done) from calling the 
— Speaker to an immediate account for his con- 

uct. | 

The petition of Mr. De Grey, and his brother 
the Chief Juſtice, {whoſe conduct in a ſeries of 
tricking and high-handed injuſtice ſhall be here- 
-after fully examined) was thus ſmuggled through 
the Houſe, on Monday the 7th. Ihe bill will 
be read for the firſt time on Thurſday the 1oth, 
for the ſecond time on Monday the 14th, and 
finally paſſed on Monday the 2 1ſt of this month. 

And thus, with the connivance of ſuch a 
Speaker, may the rights and property of auy pri- 
vate 1 in this kingdom be, i» a fortnight, 
transferred to another by the Houſe of Commons, 
even without his own Knowledge; whillt the law- 
ful, unoffending owner may be on a voyage to the 
Continent, or even on a journey to Yorkthure, 
and find on his return his land and property ex- 
changed and transferred, without having any no- 
tice or ſuſpicion of the attempt, Util after it has 
taken place, Theſe are the facts. 

And now, Sir Fletcher, I return to you, — 
Do you think it improper that the Repreſenta- 
tive of a county, having, according to nis duty, 
promiſed to preſent a petition for one perton, 
ſhould like wiſe preſe.it a petition for anuilicr ; 
and thus, as far as he can, give both an oppu- 


* 


tunity of equal juſtice, by attording bis weight 
and counrenance to neither, till the merits mall 
have been heard, anc juſtice determined him ? 
What, not if he 3s totally unacquainted with 
the merits of either petition ? gs 
What, not ji the fit requizes ſome benefit, in 
which 'anocher man's property is concerned, to 
be granted him by parliament ( are the guare 
-dians of rights, not the diſpchlers of favours or 
the deciders of part:cular cautes ;) whillt the ſe- 
cond petitioner 'aſks no favour, but barely re- 
—_— that his property may not be taken from 
im? | 
Whar, not if the repreſentative has reaſon to 
ſuſpett that the firſt putition may be unreaſon- 
able ? 
What, not if he even knows that the firſt re- 
queſt is an injuſtice ? 
Since when, Sir Fletcher, has the firſt ap- 
plyer had this advantage, in your opinion, over 
all that come after? It is well known that, after 
having received fees for your venal rongue, when 
it was openly lett out for hire, you did not always 
faithfully obſerve this rule. 
But you ſay it is unuſual and extraordinary! 
Leu know the contrary, and that it is * 
one; 
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done; almoſt every ſeſſions; certainly in the laſt, 
and in the preſent. Vou know, not to mention 
others, that the petitions concerning the Szl6y na- 
vigation, now depending, were delivered for both 
by the ſame perſon. N 

But a groſſer falſhood than this was contained 
in yoar-artful queſtion to Sir Edward, —“ Did 
the gentleman ak you to deliver his counter-peti- 
tion? You knew he did; and that Sir Edward 
not only told you ſo, but conſulted you upon it. 
How dared you to inſult the honeſt Member and 
mock the Houſe, whilſt you were enſnaring and 
prejudicing them by ſuch a queſtion ? If Sir Ed- 
ward had not conſulted you upon it before, yet he 
had told you, the very preceding moment, that 
he was deſired ſo to do. But if he bad not ſaid fo, 
was the information neceſſary? Do Members of 
that Houſe preſent petitions in other men's names 
without being by them.? And yet had you 
the aſſurance twice to repeat the fame fa//e gue/- 
tion with a ſneer. Perhaps, with your uſual mo- 
deſty of chicane, you will anſwer that a gue/tion 
cannot contain'a'falſhood, Let this inſtance con- 
found ſuch mean ſubterſuge: Your queſtion con- 
veyed intelligibly to thoſe who heard it, that you 
knew not the fact of which you aſked to be in- 
formed, And the real motive of your queſtion 
was, to caſt beforehand a ridicule and prejudice 
both upon him who made, and him who pre- 
Jenceu the counter-petition. 

But your laſt declaration was a falſhood, whoſe 
motive ſhould degrade you from the Chair. You 
knew the ſubſtance of both the petitions, and the 
uncommon circumſtances which attended them. 
And becauſe you knew they were not common, and 
vere fearful that their uncemmonneſs ſhould alarm 
the Huuſe; in order to defeat the counter-peti- 
toner of cven a hearing, and to prevent the at- 
t-ntivn of the Houſe, you had the baſeneſs to de- 
clare aloud, that“ It was only a common peti- 
tion tor a common incloſure.” If fo, why did 
you on Friday, direct Sir Edward to delay it for 
a fuller Houſe? 

However, your tricks ſucceeded. The Houſe 
took their Speaker's word; heard not a tittle of 
what paſſed; and, as a mere matter of the moſt 
common and trifling form, ſuffered you to paſs 
(by yourſelf, without their knowing even that the 
queſtion was put, and without one ſingle aye or 
no being given on the occaſion) a queſtion con- 
cerning private property, without the ſmalleſt 
pretence of pablic benefit or convenience; except 
perbaps, that, as the conſequence to Mr. De Grey 
will be near a thouſand a year profit, it may ſave 
the miniſtry the expence of a penſion ; and ſerve 
as a precedent to confer ſimilar rewards on the 
creatures of the Court, at the expence of the ho- 
neſt country gentlemen who oppoſe them. \ 

Sir, I will venture to ſay, that a Speaker, who 
knew the circumſtances as you did, would have 
been a traitor to the truſt repoſed in him by that 
Houſe, if he had ſuffered ſach an affair, to paſs 
over, without calling for their attention to what 
was doing. But if, as you did, he ſhould divert 
chat attention, which they were ready and begin- 


ning to gire; and ſhould, by an explicit, wilfyl 
Falſhood, like our's, dude hem wot Lo attend it ; 


—ſuch a Speaker ſhould de r with more 
than ation. Although by ſo knaviſh a ma- 
nagemenk he had er. contrary to juſtice, 


to conifer a favour on a creature of adminiſtration, 
the brother of a Chief Juſtice, and a connection 
of Lord Boſton. * 
Sir, I am free to acknowledge, that ſuch lan- 
guage as this 1 hold to you, and in ſuch a diſre- 
table channel, ſhould not, in a Soren nation, 
E. ſuffered even to a private individual, mach leſs 
to the firſt Great Officer of the people. But, alas! 
we are not a policed nation; the laws have 
loſt their edge towards the guilty, and are no 
longer the refuge of the innocent, You are not 
the officer of people ; for tho* you dear that 
re ſpected and awful name, -yet-yourſelf, and all 
others know, that you owe your ſituation to the 
corrupt influence of that accurſed plan of. power, 
which has left us no tight but that of lamenta- 
tion. This right I will freely exerciſe in this 
country, until the tongue ſhall cleave to the root 
of my mouth. All forts of puniſhment, I know, 
are at the diſcretion of your employers; and, ac- 
cording to their fancy and policy, they will, When 
they pleaſe, inflit it, But I ſhall think myſelf 
well rewarded, if I can only awaken from th 
lethargy, ſome few honeſt members of the Hou 
of Commoas, to watch over the wickedneſs which 
ou are daily perpetrating under the pretence of 
orm. "= 
And whatever happens to myſelf, I will ſay, with 
the patient Greek of old, 
STzxi«zs—but HEAR, 


The following are the genuine copies of the two 
— 4 alluded to: thoſe who read them will 

able to-form a judgement of the Speakers 
worth : ? 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Bri. 

tain in Parliament affembled. 

The humble petition of Thomas De Grey, Eſquire, 
Lord of the Manor of Tonington, in the — 
of Norfolk, and of ſeveral owners and proprie- 
tors of lands within the pariſh of Tottington. 

Sheweth, 

HAT chere are, within the ſaid pariſh of 
1 Tottington, ſeveral common lands, conſſt- 
ing of common kelds, half year lands, common 
paſtures, common meadows, and lammas mea- 
dows ; and alſo ſeveral commons, commonable 
lands, heaths, or waſte grounds belongipg to your 
petitioners, which in their preſent ſtate are incon- 
veniently ſituated for the owners, and incapable 

of any conſiderable improvement. 

That if the lands were divided and allotted to 
your petitioners, and all perſons intereſted therein, 
according to their reſpective rights and intereſts, 
the ſame would be greatly improved. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray this 


Honourable Houſe, that leave may begiven tobring 


in a bill for dividing and incloũng the +" 


* 
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and grounds, in ſuch a manner, and under ſuch 

regulations, as this Houſe ſhall think proper. 

; Wu. SMITH, for Balls, a minor. 
Clem Wack, 5 Truſtees for Robert 
Tuo. BarTON, ; Knopwood a Minor. 
Joux FroasT. ; 

Homas De GREY. 2 

Wu. CLuoucn, Vicar, 
Wu DE Gar. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Bri- 


tain in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of WILLI Took, 
Eſquire, a Proprietor of lands in the pariſh of 
Tottington, in the county of Norfolk, in be- 
half of himſelf and ſeveral other owners and 
Proprietors of lands within the ſaid pariſh of 
Tottington: _ 


SHEWETH, 


THAT your Petitioner hath been very re- 
cently informed, that a petition would be pre- 
ſented to this Honourable Houſe in the name of 
Thomas De Grey, Eſq; Lord of the Manor of 
Tottington, in the county of Norfolk, and of ſe- 
veral owners and proprietors of lands within the 
pariſh of Tottington; ſetting forth, that if cer- 
tain common lands, conſiſting of common fields, 
half-year lands, common paſtures, common 
meadows, and Lammas meadows, and alſo ſe- 
veral commons, commonable lands, heaths, or 
waſte grounds, within the ſaid pariſh were di- 
vided. and allotted to all perſons intereſted there- 
in, according to their reſpetive rights and in'erc/ts, 
the ſame would be greatly improved. 

That your petitioner, and'a preat part of the 
owners and proprietors of lands within the ſaid 
pariſh, have nor conſented to the above applica- 
tion for dividing, incloſing, &c. which they have 
reaſon to believe is ſolely intended for the great 


ain and emolument of the ſaid Thomas de Grey, 


ſquire, to the great injury and detriment of 
your gon and other owners and proprie- 
tors of lands within the ſaid pariſh. 

That the ſaid Thomas De Grey, Eſquire, hath 
already made many and great encroachments upon 
the commons of the ſaid pariſh, in violation of 
the lawful rights and eſtates of your petitioner, 


and other owners of lands. 


That your petitioner a rehends' that the ſaid 


petition for diyiding, incloſing, and allotting the 


1aid lands, is not only intended to deprive your 
petitioner and other owners of their legal remedy 
— the ſaid encroachments on, and violation 
of their lawful rights and eſtates; but that the 


C6) 


ſaid encroachments, &c. will be urged as claims 
to a much larger proportion in the propoſed al- 
lotments of lands, than the ſaid Thomas De 
Grey, Eſquire, would otherwiſe be lawfully in- 
titled to. | | | 481 
That, as your petitioner is informed, and ve- 


rily believes, no previous public notice by adver- 


tiſement, or otherwiſe, has been given by the ſaid 
Thomas, De Grey, or any other perſon, for a 
public meeting of the proprietors and owners of 
lands within the ſaid pariſh of Tottington, to be 
held for the purpoſe of conſidering. the ſubject 
matter of the ſaid petition of the ſaid Thomas De 
Grey, Eſquire ; but that the ſaid application to 
this Honourable Houſe for the incloſure of the 
ſaid common lands, &c. of the pariſh of Tot- 
tington is made precipitately, and partially; 
contrary, as your. petitioner apprehends, to the 
uſual method in applications to this Honourable 
Houſe on ſimilar occaſions, the firſt notice of any 
defign to apply to this Honourable Houſe for an 
incloſure, having been very lately given to-your 
petitioner by one of the officers of this Hoaour- 
able Houſe, who was employed to prepare the 
ſaid petition, ; 

That there can be no reaſonable pretence, 
either of private damage from delay, or of pub- 
lic benefit by acceleration, for a haity and 1mme- 
diate progreſs in the bill petitioned for by the 
ſaid Thomas De Grey, Eſquire. 

That your petitioner refides at the diſtance of 
one hundred miles from the ſaid pariſh of Lorting- 
ton. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays this 
Honourable Houſe, that ſufficient and convenign: 
time may be granted to him and the otuer owners 
and proprietors of lands within the ſaid pariſh ot 
Tottington, to be prepared and ready to make 
good their obj-ions to the ſaid petition of tne 
{aid Thomas De Grey, Eſquire. | 

And that the diſputed rights of common be- 
tween the ſaid Thomas De Grey, Eſquiic, and 
your petitioner, and other owners of land within 
the ſaid pariſh, may be firlt duly ſettled and de- 
termined by a Jury, according to the laws of the 
land, before leave be given by this Honourable 
Houle to bring in a bill for the iacloſing, divid- 
ing, and allotting of lands, according to thaſe rei- 
pective rights. Your petitioner humbly and 
faithfully aſſuring this Honourable Houle, that 
there ſhall be no delay on his part, in bringing 
the ſaid encroachments and uſurpations of the ſaid 
Thomas De Grey, Eſquire, to a ſpeedy, final, 
legal iſſue, 


WiLLiam Tooks. 


